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NEW YORK, JANUARY, 1889, 


NUMBER 1, 
EDITORIAL NOTES. 


WE WISH ALL OUR READERS A Happy 
New YEar. 

We hope to give them a better, 
brighter and more useful 
this year than ever before. 

In return we ask them to unite with 
us in prayer to our Heavenly Father 
that wisdom, 


magazine 


sound judgment, 
perseverance in 


tact, 
and abiding 
trust in Christ our Saviour, might be 
given to us; and that many 
Catholics and 


lab oT, 


Roman 
others who know not 
the way of salvation might be conver- 
ted through its pages. 


WE CAN SAY WITH Matruew Henry, 
‘*T would think it a greater happiness 
to gain one soul to Christ than moun- 
tains of silver and gold to myself.” 

The greatest of all things on earth 
is to lead souls to Christ. 

“QO Lord, 
die,” 


give me Scotland or I 
cried John Knox, the converted 
Catholic priest. 


him the 


And the Lord gave 
land of his birth. 

‘*Give me temporal power,” cries 
the Pope to the Virgin Mary and saints, 
and the Lord takes it away from him. 
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IN THE COURSE OF THIS YEAR WE 
shall publish several articles written by 


the Nun of Kenmare. 


ALL SUBSCRIBERS WHO ARE IN ARREARS 
will be dropped from our list at the 
close of this month. We are sorry, 
but it must be done. Our stock of 
patience is exhausted and we cannot 
get a new supply until all arrears are 
paid up. 

Ovr PREMIUM LIST AND SUBSCRIPTION 
blank on the fourth page of cover 
should be carefully noted by our 
readers. Here is an excellent way to 
help us in our work and at the same 
time obtain some valuable works. 


THE FIRST CONTRIBUTION TO OUR PA- 
ges by our brother, Rev. Dr. Mcl.oy, 
will attract 
of an 


attention. It is the plea 
able man, of wide observation 
and great experience, who sees that 
the Roman Catholics, the priests as 
well as the people, are ready to come 
out of that scriptural Babylon, if 
God’s people will welcome them into 
the household of the faith; and it is 
not the ‘‘ weeds from the Pope's gar- 
den” that are coming, but the flowers 


of his flock. 


in the old man’s garden and compar- 


There are many weeds 
atively few flowers. These latter we 
cull and present to our readers every 
month; the weeds we leave to him as 
congenial company. . 

THE ‘‘DisTINGUISHED NUN” REFERRED 
to by the American correspondent of 
the London Christian in the ‘‘Notes” 
quoted from that journal in our last 
issue, is none other than the celebra- 
ted Nun of Kenmare 
biography” 
Another book 


whose ‘‘Auto- 
month. 
like this has never be- 


we review this 


fore been published in this country. 
We account it the greatest privilege to 
have had some part in encouraging 
and helping this noble lady to come 
out of her convent. The perusal of 
her ‘‘Autobiography” will enlighten 
Protestants by introducing them to the 
higher circles of the Roman Catholic 
Church, where they will see the decep- 
tion, the degradation, the Jesuitical 
trickery and fraud, so characteristic of 
the whole system, exemplified in the 
lives and works of bishops, priests and 
nuns. A master hand paints the ugly 
picture. 

And Catholics will learn from this 
“Autobiography” how those bishops, - 
priests and nuns deport themselves in 
private life. 


LEsT WE SHOULD BE MISUNDERSTOOD, 
there is nothing that panders to a pru- 
rient taste in this volume. If there 
were we would not notice it in these 
pages, nor would such a respectable 
firm as Ticknor & Co. publish it, nor 
would a lady by birth and breeding— 
such as Miss Cusack is—write it. We 
have something better to lay before 
our readers every month than a dish of 
obscenity. We doubt if there be any 
among thgm who care for such diet. 
The Nun of book will 
cause a sensation of the healthiest 


Kenmare’s 


kind that will seriously demage the 
Church of Rome. 


ARCHBISHOP CORRIGAN, THE NUN OF 
KENMARE Says of you in her Autobio- 
graphy: ‘‘If Archbishop Corrigan had 
lived in medizval times, I couldimag- 
ine him smiling with seraphic grace 
as he handed a victim over to the sec- 
ular power, to be dealt with accord- 
ing to the laws of the Inquisition.” 
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FIRST NOTICE. 

For the past five months many in- 
quiries have been addressed to us,and 
many reporters for the daily press have 
sought to interview us about the Nun 
of Kenmare and what part we had in 
connection with her departure from her 
convent. We have invariably de- 
on the sub- 
ject, and to personal friends and cor- 
respondents we have replied that in 
due time all the facts would be made 
known. 


clined to be interviewed 


How persistently the report- 
ers worked to get at the facts may be 
learned from the action of a gentle- 
man in Pittsburgh, Pa., who sent us 
in a long letter, a note of introduction 
from our valued friend, Captain Wil- 
liam McMahon, of the Home Hotel, 
in that city, saying that he (the report- 
er) was an honorable man who could 
be trusted to ‘‘write up” the Nun of 
Kenmare’s departure from the convent 
in the latest style of the reporter’s art. 
Were it not for this introduction from 
Captain McMahon would have 
paid no attention to the reporter’s let- 
ter. 


we 


Letters and telegrams from Pitts- 
burgh followed our refusal to be in- 
terviewed, and our astonishment can 
be imagined when we received a copy 
of the Pittsburgh Dispatch, October 
30, 1888, containing two columns of 
matter in reference to the subject. We 
extract the following portions of that 
article: 

‘The story was circulated several 
months ago, and then denied, that 
Sister Mary Francis Clare, known by 
her works the world over as the ‘‘Nun 
of Kenmare,” had left the Roman 
Catholic convent life and would never 


return to it. Recent accounts con- 


firm the original story, and add that 
Mary Clare has now in press the story 
of her life, of her conversion to Ro- 
man Catholicism, and her opinion, 
formed after years of study, of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church. 

‘‘The Nun of Kenmare is, perhaps, | 
the best known woman living who has 
been connected with the Catholic 
Church. Her books are to be found 
in almost every good Catholic honse- 
hold, and she has established a large 
number of convents in Europe and 
America. It has been stated that she 
expended over $1,500,000 of her own 
money to extend the power and mem- 
bership of the Catholic Church. It was 
she who established the Sisters of 
Peace in America. She has attained 
greater prominence, however, because 
of her emphatic espousal of the Irish 
cause. Mr. Parnell, who is a Protest- 
ant, values her as an able ally, and 
her works on the Ireland of to-day 
are read and prized by members of 
the Irish National League throughout 
America. 

‘‘When it was announced that the 
Nun of Kenmare had left her convent, 
return, Mr. William McMa- 
hon, superintendent of the Home Ho- 
tel, wrote to Rev. James A. O’Con- 
the editor of THE 


is said 


never to 


nor, CONVERTED 


CaTHOoLic, who to be instru- 
mental in her re-conversion (for she 
was originally a Protestant), and ex- 
tended to her the hospitality of his ho- 
tel. In reply, through Rev. Mr. 
O'Connor, the Nun of Kenmare thanks 
Mr. McMahon and thinks she will ac- 
cept his kind offer later. Mr. O’Con- 
nor, in this letter, adds that the Nun 


of Kenmare is at work on her autobio- 
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graphy, in which she will tell the story 
of her life as spent in convents, and 
will give in detail her opinions of the 
Roman Catholic Church and its doc- 
trines. 

‘‘A Pittsburgh newspaper man heard 
of the story and wrote to Rev. Mr. 
O'Connor, desiring to know the where- 
abouts of the Nun of Kenmare, in or- 
der, 


interview with her. 


if possible, to obtain a personal 
He received the 


following reply: 


60 BIBLE House, 
NEW York, October 23, 1888. § 
My Dear Sir:—I should be most happy to 
place you in communication with the Nun of 
Kenmare if she were in the city. She was in 
3oston when last I heard from her, two weeks 
ago, and when I called at her address last 
week I learned that she had left that city with- 
out leaving anew address. I fear it would be 
useless to try to interview her now. She has 
an autobiogrophy in the press, and when that 
is ready for publication doubtless she will be 
glad to get the benefit your interview would 
bring. Asa friend of Mr. McMahon’s you may 

rely on any assistance I can render. 

Very truly yours, 

James A. O’ConNor. 
‘‘As soon as the letter was receiveda 
telegram was sent to Mr. O'Connor, 
asking if he would tell what he knew 
about the Nun of Kenmare’s conver- 
should be at once 
York, In reply Mr. 


sion, if a trip 
New 
O'Connor said: 


made to 


60 Binite House, | 

New York, October 25, 1888. { 

My Dear Str:—Your telegram just receiv- 
ed. J preach in Philadelphia Sunday and will 
not be home for several days. I could not 


consent to be interviewed on Sister Mary 


Clare’s case without her consent. She is not 

in the city. As soon as her book is ready I 

presume she will be glad to be interviewed, 
and so will I. 

Yours very truly, 

JAMEs A. 


‘It will be seen from the above let- 


O’ CONNOR. 


ters that every reasonable effort was 
made to obtain the Nun of Kenmare’s 
story from her own lips, or those of 
one who is accredited with contribut- 
ing largely to her conversion. 

‘‘Forty years ago the Nun of Ken- 
mare was Miss Mary F. Cusack, an 
Irish young lady of a fine and a very 
wealthy family, who had entered an 
Episcopal convent in England. A few 
years later she was converted to the 
Roman Catholic faith, when she en- 
tered a Catholic convent in Ireland, 
and began a long life of great useful- 
ness to the Catholic Church. It was 
while at Kenmare that Sister Mary 
Francis Clare did most of her literary 
work. 

‘“‘Among her first books that the 
world saw in print were two religious 
novels, in one of which she gave her 
own story up to the time she left an 
Episcopal convent for a Roman Cath- 
olic convent. Among other works 
which followed were: ‘‘Jesus in Jerus- 
alem on the Way Home,” ‘‘Life and 
Revelations of St. Gertrude.” Illus- 
trated Life of St. Patrick,” and ‘‘Ad- 
vice to Irish Girls.”” Of all her works, 
that which attracted the most univer- 
sal attention, written only a few years 
ago, was ‘‘The Present Case of Ire- 
land Plainly Stated.” It attracted the 
attention of Parnell, himself a Pro- 
testant, and ever since the Nun of 
Kenmare of his most 
valued allies for bettering the condi- 
tion of the people of Ireland. 

“‘The Nun of Kenmare also estab- 
lished numerous convents in Ireland, 
expending in all $1,500,000 of her 
Perhaps the most not- 
able convent she had bui!t was at the 
village of Knock in the west of Ire- 
land. The story goes that a quarret 


has been one 


own money. 









ti 


® 
‘ 
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of a century ago villagers who 
out one night saw what appeared to 
be apparitions on the end of the old 
parish church of Knock. They repre- 
sented the Blessed Virgin,St. John the 
Evangelist and other Saints. The 
Nun of Kenmare presided over the 
convent established at Knock for ma- 


were 


ny years. Because of its supposed 
hallowed association, the parish church 
became a hallowed shrine, to which 
pilgrimages were made by the af- 
flicted. 

‘‘About four years ago Sister Clare 
America and established a 
new order of nuns known as ‘‘The 
Sisters of Peace.” The Plenary Coun- 
cil of the Roman Catholic Church of 
America was then in session at Balti- 
more, and she hoped to obtain en- 
couragement from the bishops. 


came to 


“Her arrival in this country was an- 
nounced to the Council, but the heads 
of the church, although admitting that 
she was a grand, good woman, who 
had done a great work, expressed the 
belief that the Nun 
too ambitious to establish a new order 
on her own account. They pointed 
to the fact that her full name appear- 
ed in her books, whereas those of the 


of Kenmare was 


Sisters who were authors were usually 
supposed to print the fact that the 
work was by ‘‘a Sister of Mercy.” 
While it was not actually charged that 
she was a disturbing element in the 
Church, it was held that her example 
in apparently seeking to do good 
should not be countenanced. 

“These facts were communicated to 
the Nun of Kenmare, and she did not 
visit the Council, nor did she invoke 
the assistance of the high church dig- 


nitaries who attended it. Soon after, 


however, she established the order of 
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the Sisters of Peace in Jersey City, N. 
J., of which she was Mother Superior, 
and which she has left forever.” 

This is an outline of the history of 
the Nun of Kenmare, as told by the 
Pittsburgh reporter, which is mainly 
correct, and we lay it before our read- 
ers as the most accurate of the current 
rumors regarding this most famous 
Nun that has yet appeared. 

In July last a reporter called upon 
us to inquire about the departure of 
the Nun of Kenmare from theconvent 
in Jersey City. The interview with us, 
as it appeared in the NewYork Press, 
July 18, 1888, was as follows: 

‘‘Father O'Connor wasseen bya Press 
reporter last evening in regard to the 
reported conversion of the Nun of 
Kenmare. Hesaid: ‘I should like 
to oblige you with any information 
that I possess, but I am not at liberty 
I must decline to speak on 

If I knew how the news 


to do so. 
the subject. 
was obtained I should know whether 
I could speak of it.’ 
“Do 
considering the subject?” was asked. 
‘That is forbidden ground. I can- 


you know whether she was 


not answer.” 

‘‘Father O'Connor also declined to 
say whether he had seen her recently, 
or had any recent correspondence with 
her.” 

From that time to the present we 
have declined to be interviewed on the 
subject, as we invariably do in the case 
of priests and other converts from 
Rome until they give their own reas- 
ons for leaving the Roman Catholic 
Church. 
Nun of Kenmare speaks for herself 


In her Autobiography the 
with power and eloqueuce. Nomore 
powerful arraingement of the Roman 
hierarchy—its cruelty, deception and 
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unholy ambition—has ever been pub- 
lished. Here is an inside view of 
Rome's iniquitous system such as the 
world has rarely seen. 
* x 

The full history of Sister Mary 
Francis Clare, the Nun of Kenmare, is 
given in her Autobiography, of which 
we received an advanced copy, Dec. 
10, 1888, from the publishers, Ticknor 
& Co., Boston, Mass. It is a hand- 
some volume of 558 pages, issued in 
the well known style of that firm. The 
contents, in the words of the author, 
are as follows: ‘‘Why this book was 
written; My reception into the Roman 
Church; My work at Kenmare; Leav- 
ing Kenmare; At Knock (where the 
Virgin Mary was said to have appear- 
ed); Difficulties at Knock; Going to 
Rome; to England; to America; Inter- 
view with Archbishop Corrigan; An 
adventuress and 
vent.” 


a thief in the con- 
An appendix of nearly 100 
pages gives the letters of the Pope, 
bishops, priests and prominent lay- 
men. Altogether this is one of the 
most remarkable books ever publish- 
ed against the Roman Catholic Church. 
* 


* > 
This celebrated lady in her Auto- 
biography (page 70) says: 

‘‘Who needs to be told that Ireland 
is in a chronic state of famine and dis- 
tress ? Who needs to be told that since 
Pope Adrain handed Ireland to the 
English by papal bull and by his in- 
fallible authority, in return for a pay- 
ment of Peter’s pence, Ireland has been 
in a state of constant misery? Un- 
happy Ireland! and yet the Irish peo- 
ple all over the world are the best sup- 
port, both temporally and spiritually, 
of the Pope. 

. % I do not doubt that if Ire- 
land were left exclusively to the gov- 
ernment of English Protestants, it 


would to-day be prosperous; but it 
would also be Protestant.” 


Italian Priests In America. 


A cable dispatch from Rome, Dec. 
12, 1888, says: The Osservatore Ro- 
mano, the official organ, of the Vati- 
can, publishes the Pope’s letter to the 
bishops in America with reference to 
the care of Italian immigrants. The 
letter says, ‘“The Pope deplores the 
fact that many Italians, forced by pov- 
erty to emigrate, find themselves in a 
a worse position than ever in America, 
Great danger attends their souls, both 
during the voyage and on their arrival, 
owing to the difficulty of meeting 
priests speaking Italian.” Being much 
preoccupied with these facts,the Pope 
charged the Congrégation de Propa- 
ganda Fide to study the twofold ques- 
tion of how to promote both the re- 
ligious and material 
grants, 


welfare of emi- 
it has been decided to 
despatch priests from Italy to localit- 
ies inhabited by Italian emigrants.” 
Refering to this the New York World 
Dec. 13, says: In a letter to the Cath- 
olic Bishops of the United States the 
Pope announces that he has decided 
to send Italian priests here to take 
spiritual charge of the numerous Ital- 
ian population in this country. The 
Pontiff intimates that the priests in 
question will be wholly independent 
of the control of the American pre- 
lates, and subject only to the Propa- 
ganda Fide at Rome, to which even 


and 


such questions as those relating to 
their transfer from one parish toanoth- 
er must be referred. This is a distinct 
encroachment on the rights of the 
American Bishops, and will consider- 
ably enhance their difficulties in main- 
taining the requisite discipline among 
the clergy of their diocese. It is safe 
to say the Bishops will hardly like this. 
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What Are You Doing For Your Roman Catholic Brethren? 
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BY REV. JOHN B. 
NOW OF 

WAY JUT apology I address the 
VY above question to every reader 
of THe ConvERTED CATHOLIC. Wheth- 
er you inherited from your fathers the 
glorious privilege of worshipping your 
Creator in a pure evangelical commun- 
ion, or whether it was but yesterday 
you received that unspeakable favor, 
the obligation rests equally upon you 
all to hold aloft the torch of divine 
truth, as revealed in God’s Holy Word, 
for the enlightenment and guidance of 
those who are at this moment blindly 
groping their way in the dark, and 
frantically trying to secure their salva- 
The 
Roman Catholic Church flatly contra- 
dicts the Apostle Paul, when she says 


tion by their own good works. 


to her votaries: ‘‘Faith on the Lord 
Jesus Christ will zo¢ save you unless 
you perform good works to merit sal- 
vation.” The inspired Apostle reiter- 
ates again and again the assertion that 
no works of fallen man are of any avail 
for his justification, and that Faith 
alone in the atoning blood of the Re- 
deemer will open wide to the sincere 
believer the portals of the heavenly 
Jerusalem. Now the question natur- 
ally presents itself to a reflecting, hum- 
ble and independent man: ‘“‘Is it safe 
for me to walk in the path pointed out 
by the Holy Ghost in the words of St. 
Paul, or, leaving that path, must I fol- 
low the lead and listen to the voice of 
mere men who are no more inspired 
than I am myself?” True, the Roman 
Catholic Church boasts that she is the 
divinely appointed leader of men’s 
consciences, and that.to hear and obey 
her is to hear and obey God. Such an 


MC LOY, D.D. 


» RECENTLY A ROMAN PRIEST, 
PRINCETON SEMINARY. 


assertion must be taken for what it iS 
worth; and more convincing proofs 
than the hackneyed arguments usual- 
ly brought forward to bolster up this 
arrogant claim will be e pected by the 
humblest individual 
gence enough to understand the plain 


who has intelli- 


truth of the plain message intended by 
the Holy Spirit for the secure guid- 
ance of plain simple men. The limits 
of this article will not permit me to 
enter into a discussion as to the mer- 
its of the claim of the Roman Catholic 
Church to be the only true Church of 
Suffice it 
that she is not the Church of the Apos- 


Jesus Christ. here to say 
tolic age, any more than the Churches 
of the East, which might with equal 
justice lay claim to the title that they 
alone were founded by the holy Apos- 
If you want to find the Church 
of the Ap ystles, look for that Church 
which strictly adheres to the faith, the 


tles. 


teaching and the dicipline of the Apos- 
tles themselves, and which has neither 
been changed nor beautified by sinful 
uninspired men. You cannot paint 
a lily: neither can you improve upon 
the work of Jesus Christ. 

You are worshipping God in sincer- 
ity and truth according to His reveal- 
ed Word; but what are you doing for 
your brethren who are still in the bon- 
dage of the law? Do you throw open 
the doors of your temples and let it be 
known to all men that they too are 
heartily welcome to sit and 
partake of the life-giving food for their 


dow n 


souls that you love to have distributed 
to yourselves and your loved ones? 
Do you by your kindness and your 


geniality make it manifest to your Ro- 
man Catholic brethren that you have 
at heart the real interest of their im- 
mortal souls? Alas! the truth must be 
told! Too often the man, who for 
conscience’ sake leaves the pageantries 
of Rome for the simplicity of the Gos- 
pel, finds himself alone and shunned 
for months and years, an object of 
suspicion—a man not lightly to be 
trusted. Understand me well. Ido 
not say that every one who leaves Ro- 
manism should be 
confidential 


made at oncea 
or a bank cashier. 
Too many sham conversions are on 
record. 


clerk 


But I do say emphatically, 
that more encouragement should be 
given to converts; they should be made 
to feel that if they are really sincere 
themselves, they have a brother and a 
sister in each member of every evan- 
gelical church. 

Again, what are you doing for the 
priests who have embarked in this 
great movement for the conversion of 
Roman Catholics, and who are ready 
to wear themselves out in the hard but 
glorious task before them? You say, 
many amongst you, that you are pray- 
ing for our success. From our hearts 
we thank you for your good prayers. 
But we must have a shelter over our 
heads; we must, like other men, have 
the necessaries of life. Are you, dear 
friend, doing what you can in this mat- 


ter? Read this short paper attentive- 


ly, and having resolved to do your 
own duty well, ask your friends and 
acquaintances as you meet them, ‘‘what 
are you doing for your Roman Catho- 
lic brethren?” 


The day has come and the hour has 
struck when each one of us must take 
up his proper position in the field of 


action. Mere words are but empty 
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sound; it is living, organized forces 
alone that can accomplish the work 
before us. Many amongst us—former- 
ly priests of the Roman Catholic 
Church—are now applying ourselves 
to the study of the Word in evangel- 
icalseminaries. I myself am enjoying 
the privileges of the historic Princeton 
Seminary—an institution which sheds 
abroad the effulgence of its light in ev- 
ery part of this great Republic, and in 
the remotest corners ofthe earth wher- 
ever men are to be found who have 
not yet heard the glad tidings of sal- 
vation through Christ’s atoning blood 
and glorious Resurrection. Ina very 
short time, with God’s help, I shall 
be actively engaged in the good cause; 
and then I hope to have the pleasure 
of making the personal acquaintance 
of many to whom I am at present un- 
known. It is only by the cooperation 
of Christian friends that we can 
hope to make the work a greater suc- 
cess. So while weare laboring in 
the glorious cause, it is beyond ques- 
tion your duty to help us by your 
prayers and by the tangible material 
proofs of your interest. 


Mission ” 


‘* CurRIst’s 
needs a central house—a 
rallying point for the workers who 
must have a House _ if 
they would achieve great and lasting 
results. Such a house should be pro- 
vided, and thus the last obstacle wouid 
be removed from the path of those 
who only wish to be enabled to carry 
the heavenly message of the Gospel to 
their brethren in whom they feel so 
deeply interested. Once again let me 
say to you, my Christian readers, ‘‘Be 
up and doing; the time has come when 
you must all be active in the work of 
carrying the ‘‘Good Tidings” to your 
Roman Catholic brethren,” 


Mission 























A distinguished priest who has just 
come out of the Roman Catholic 
Church writes from the centre of New 
York State: 

‘‘Of the causes which led me to take 
such a radical step I will here say a 
few words. Perhaps I had better brief- 
ly summarize them: 

1st—An independence of thought 
which was at all times a characteristic 
of mine. 

2nd—A leaning towards Protestant- 
ism combined with, for a priest, an un- 
usual amount of social 
with Protestants. 

3d—A lack of adaptability to the 
ways of my clerical confreres, having 


intercourse 


been ever a total abstainer on principle. 

4th—An intellectual conviction that 
as a Roman Catholic priest I was fast 
drifting into infidelity. 

‘‘These are but a few of the subject- 
ive causes, if I may so term them, 
which have led me to sever my alleg- 
iance to the Roman Catholic Church. 
I might add that having had occasion 
to defend in a public and notable con- 
troversy with a ritualistic minister 
the dogma of Papal Infallibility. I 
found that the case of Galileo would 
not bear too strong inspection. Yet 
my book, ‘‘Papal Infallibility,” pub- 
lished in 1885, gives no evidence of 
this fact. 

‘‘Now that I have taken this radical 
and final step I am very much ata 
loss to know just what to do, and I 
write to you for counsel and advice.” 


“*s 
Ripon, Wis., Dec. 1888. 
Dear BrotrHer O’Connor:—Your 
CoNVERTED CaTHOLIC is doing a good 
work, 


Some time ago I sent one of 
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CONVERTS FROM ROME. 





your books (your ‘‘Letters to Cardinal 
McCloskey,”) to an acquaintance, a 
strong Roman Catholic. I saw him 
some months later, and asked him if 
he had read it? 

“Yes,” said he, ‘‘and’I read it 
through the same night before going 
to bed.” 

I asked him how he liked it? 

‘‘Oh, first rate,” said he. ‘‘What 
it says must be true, coming from a 
priest.” 

Since then I have sent him several 
numbers of your CoNVERTED CATHOLIC, 
and the last time I saw him I asked 
what he thoughtof them. He said he 
was no longer a Roman Catholic, but 
that he could not yet come out openly 
on account of his dear mother, who 
was nearly eighty years old. It would 
kill her to know of his change; she 
had always been so kind and loving 
to her children, he must spare her 
feelings. Many true loving mothers 
are to be found in the Roman Church. 
I am not so uncharitable as to believe 
that those simple-minded, well-mean- 
ing people will not be saved. 

The great curse of the Roman Cath- 
olic system, however, is the stunting 
influence it has over the minds of its 
followers. I look with perfect horror 
on the mummeries of the mass. What 
mockery it is to see a priest standing 
before the alter holding between his 
fingers a small piece of dough and 
ofiering it as the Son of God to the 
Creator of heaven and earth to ap- 
pease His wrath, when the only ac- 
ceptable sacrifice by us is a contrite 
and humble heart, Jesus Christ being 
the great High Priest. 


But the world moves. When I look 
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back over sixty yearsto the days ofmy 
boyhood in Canada, and see how it 
was then and how it is now, I per- 
ceive a great change for the better. 
When a small boy I remember how 
the whole neighborhood where we 
lived took up a collection of ten dol- 
lars and sent for the priest to drive 
away the grasshoppers from the wheat. 
Though very young, I remember how 
they formed a long procession, with 
the priest and a big wooden cross at 
the head, the priest chanting as he 
walked, ‘‘Oremus, Dominus Vobis- 
cum, Secula Seculorum,” and so 


forth. 
Seventy-four winters have passed 


over my head and I cannot hope to 
see many more. But my faith is 
strong and my hope secure for the fu- 
ture. I have taken JZ’Awrore for 
‘seventeen years, and Ze Semeur and 
Tue Converted Catuo.ic from the 
beginning, and shal] continue to doso 
as long as I live; and my word to you 
always shall be, Courage, my brother. 
Yours in Christ. 
j. &. 


* 
* * 


In the October ConvERTED CATHOLIC 
(page 302), we referred to the death of 
Professor Richard A. Proctor, the great 
astronomer and scientist,and his with- 
drawal from the Roman Catholic 
Church. In his letter of renunciation, 
which appeared in the New York 77i- 
dune, November 11, 1875, he said: 

‘‘Theologians who ought at least to 
know what their Church requires, pro- 
claimed loudly that my scientific teach- 
ings were inconsistent with the dog- 
matic teachings of the Roman Catholic 
Church. They convinced me that that 
is so; while remained as well satisfied 
as ever that my scientific views are right 


in the main. My obvious inference is 
that some error exists in those dogmatic 
teachings. The theologians of the 
Church assured me that I must either 
accept their teaching without question, 
or depart from among them. My choice 
between these alternatives could not be 
doubtful. Ricuarp A. Proctor.” 

It was well for Professor Proctor that, 
unlike Galileo, he had a choice that 
did not include the tortures of the In- 
quisition. He was a free man ina free 
country, and could withdraw from 
Rome in safety to his person, though 
he suffered in pocket under a papal 
‘‘boycott” that forbade the reading of 
his works or hearing his lectures. But 
Galileo had no choice. It was either 
denial of the truths of science in his 
case or the tortures of the Inquisition. 
He choose the former, denying that the 
earth moved around the sun and saved 
his life thereby. His imprisonment 
was a ‘“‘mistake” on the part of the 
Pope; but by the decree of the Vatican 
Council that very Pope was infallible, 
and infallible Popes do not commit 
mistakes regarding faith and morals. — 
So says the Vatican Council. 

Galileo’s denial was couched in the 
following language: ‘‘With a sincere 
heart and unfeigned faith I abjure, 
curse and detest the errors and heresies 
contained inthe following propositions: 
‘That the sun is the centre of the world 
and immovable from its place,’ and 
‘that the earth is not the centre of the 
world nor immovable,and that it moves 
and also with a diurinal motion.’ I ab- 
jure such errors, and I swear on the 
holy Gospels that I will never in future 
say or assert anything verbally or in writ- 
ing which may give rise toa similar sus- 
picion against me. I Galileo Galilei have 
abjuredas above with my own hand.” 





A Married Priest and His Wife. 


BY REV. J.B. WILLIAMS, PASTOR REFORMED 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, WHITE 
LAKE, N. Y. 

@ EING asked to relate my acquain- 
B tance with priests and their wives, 
I find my subject void indeed of rom- 
ance, yet enough spicy, especially as it 
involves the episode of an amiable 
lady from the Lakes of Killarney, 
around which linger pleasant memor- 
She has won- 
derful confidence in Father O’Connor, 

besides loving him 


ies of her school days. 


‘‘With an excellence 
That angels love good men with. ’ 

It is certainly pleasing to many of 
the readers of THE ConverTED CaTHO- 
Lic to learn that the Editor is felicitous 
in his domestic relations, having for 
his wife a good Christian lady in full 
sympathy with his mission work. His 
own interest in life is made broader on 
this account, so that his usefulness 
It is un- 
derstood generally that he puts forth 
no pretentious 


is greatly enlarged thereby. 


claims of superior 
Nor 


is he disposed to lose himself in the 


sanctity on account of celibacy. 


restless agitation of social questions of 
the hour, as his main object in life is 
to release the millions bound in chains 
of superstition and pagan idolatry by 
the Italian Pope and his agents. 
America will one day bless the fortune 
which has placed so learned and cau- 
tious a man as Father O’Connor fore- 
most in the struggle with a foreign 
usurpation, 
break down our free school 
and destroy our civil liberty, 
The writer frequently been 
thrown into circumstances among the 
Roman clergy where he could form a 


which is trying now to 
system 


has 
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correct estimate on the subject, and 
is firmly convinced that celibacy 
among these officials of Rome is an 
element of folly and weakness, and as 
the age advances puts them more 
and more out of the kindly sympathies 
of humanity. 
My first 
Father O’Connor was inspiring. 


acquaintance with Rev. 
He 
had come from the city to lecture to 
large and appreciative audiences. It 
fell to my office to meet him at the 
railroad station. 
before. 


I had never met him 
According to tradition, one 
would expect to hail a_ burly, close- 
shaven, red-faced, well-fed priest, and 
more drilled in than 
even in worldly manners, and almost 
ready to faint at the sight of a female. 
There was a rush of passengers from 
the train. 


*‘Scholastics” 


Among them appeared a 
quiet gentleman about 35 years of age, 
of good size and scholarly mien, and 
decorated with a golden brown beard. 
It was Rev. James A. O'Connor. His 
lectures were full of Christian charity 
and very convincing. He was then 
welcomed by the people in general 
and the writer as his guest in his own 
home. He deported himself socially 
in such a manner that the 
children loved him. _ Before parting, 


very 


however, when we had partially ex- 
hausted the various choice topics of 
general conversation, the subject of 
celibacy was introduced with good hu- 
mor, As Protestant 
ministers are left to do as they please, 


yet seriously. 
the writer ventured to speak a word of 
encouragement to the worthy Father 
about holy matrimony, which is ‘‘ ho- 
norable in all.” With a twinkle in 
his eye he promised to give the subject 


attention. . 

A few Oe leg at-.his 
ry, 

ad 


Z 
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boarding house in Washington Square, 
New York, to renew the acquaintance. 
The Editor of the ConvErTED CATHOLIC 
had gone from home but left a 
representative in a very nice 
who received me. 


lady 
After a few minut- 
es conversation, thinking she was the 
boarding housekeeper, I said to her, 
‘Please tell Father O'Connor thus and 
so.” She said she would. 
I said, 


‘« Be sure,” 
‘‘because it is important.” 
‘‘Why of course, I will,” she replied, 
It was indeed Mrs. 
O'Connor, the worthy helpmate of the 
ex-priest. While 
with herI could not but commend his 


‘“‘T am his wife.” 


good conversing 
choice, especially when little George 
Washington O’Connor came tripping 
down the stairs, ‘That was six years 
ago, and a sweet little girl and a fine 
boy, named Luther O'Connor, have 
of Mr. and Mrs. 


O'Connor since then. 


blessed the union 
No wonder the 
‘‘Rev. Father” should have a merry 
twinkle in his eye and a smile on his 
face when speaking of his happy fam- 
ily. My .prayer is that God might 
bless this worthy couple in their great 
work, 


2+e 


Ir Is NOT ALWAYS DESIRABLE to 


see ourselves as others see us, but 
such cannot be the case with the edi- 
tor and his wife, if we accept without 
flattery all that Rev. J. B. Willlams 
says in this article, ‘‘A Married Priest 
and his Wife.” For the ‘‘ married 
priest” the picture drawn is a ‘‘flatter- 
ing tale,” which he disclaims, but the 
half has not been told of his good 
wife. She has indeed been a helpmate 
as Mr. William says, a good wife and 
mother who has never sought greater 
than to be useful in this 


work for the conversion of Roman Ca- 


distinction 


tholics. Every year for the last nine 


years she has welcomed priests out ot 
the Roman Church and labored hard 
to make the change to Protestantism 
easy for them, caring for thei: comfort 
and doing the best we could forthem. 

Our readers are also indebted to her 
for many bright and sparkling articles 
that have appeared in the pages of this 
magazine, though they have not hith- 
erto known of her gifts as an associate 
editor. 

We make no apology for allowing 
Mr. Williams’ article a place in our 
pages, becanse it is too personal and 
too kind. Our dear wife deserves all 
the praise she gets. Her position is a 
Her labors to make 
some priests and ecclesiastics decent 
men would have wearied many good 
ladies long ago, but she has never 
lost faith in the cause in which we 
are laboring, even when some of those 
poor priests and monks could not be 
made respectable. In the providence 
of God she has been helpful to many 
a good priest to learn the right way and 
and to walk therein, and will yet do 
more and more in that line of duty, 


trying one. 


ove ' 

We have received nearly one hun- 
dred applications from Young Men’s 
Christian Associations to be placed on 
our free list, each one pleading that 
Roman Catholics frequent the reading 
rooms. In every case we have com- 
plied with the request, but it is a pri- 
vilege that we would like to share with 
our readers who are blessed with means 
to minister to those Roman Catholic 
young men, for the financial part of 
the work is a heavy burden for us to 
carry alone. For 50 cents a year we 
will send the magazine to each Asso- 
ciation in the United States and Canada, 
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REFORMED CATHOLIC WORK. 


Sunday, Dec. 2, Father O’Connor 
introduced Rev. John B. McLoy, D. 
D., to the congregation worshipping 
in Masonic Temple. Dr. McLoy had 
Princeton Seminary to 
spend Thanksgiving with Father O’- 
Connor’s family, and this was his first 
acquaintance with the Reformed Cath- 
olic congregation 


come from 


His sermon was a 
masterly effort, displaying culture, 
learning and oratorical ability of a 
high order. Dr. McLoy gained the 
love of the congregation by his intro- 
ductory sermon, His noble Christian 
spirit, his great love for the poor de- 
luded Roman Catholics, and his feel- 
ingly expressed resolution to devote 
himself to their evangelization won 
the admiration even of the Catholics 
were present. The 
Catholics rejoiced at the accession of 
such an able man to their ranks, and 


who converted 


the Protestants greeted him as a bro- 
ther in the Lord. 

Sunday, Dec. 9.—Father O’Connor’s 
subject was, Rule in New 
York; Necessity of Converting the 
Catholics.” He referred to the Chris- 
tian conference that was held in Chic- 


‘* Rome 


kering Hall,the previous week to con- 
sider the spiritual condition of the 
people. The statistics presented at 
the opening meeting showed that there 
were about 100,000 Protestant church 
members in New York, which repre- 
sented nearly one-third of the popula- 
tion of the city, allowing five persons 
in each family. Children were not ac- 
counted Half the 
population of the city could be set 
down as Roman Catholics, good, bad 
and indifferent. 


Church members. 


This was the element 
the conference in Chickering Hall had 


in view when it deplored the godless 
condition of the city. The numerical 
strength of the Roman Church in New 
York could be estimated by the results 
of the last election. The municipal 
government had been seized by the 
followers of the Pope, every office 
from Mayor and Sheriff down. Of 
none of the large cities of the world 
except Madrid and Vienna could this 
be said. Rome itself had shaken off 
the Papal yoke, as had Paris and other 
European cities. New York was the 
greatest Roman Catholic stronghold 
in the universé. In considering the 
condition of 
should be kept in mind. 


godless the city this 

Some of the speakers at Chickering 
Hall, noticeably Mr. Piseck, the Bo- 
hemian Pastor, referred to this, and 
he said that the Anarchists and Social- 
ists are recruited chiefly from the Ro- 
man Catholics whocome here. There 
are 30,000 Bohemians and Hungar- 
ians in the city, and as many Italians. 
Father Arrighi, who is doing such a 
good work in Worth Street, spoke for 
the Italians, and he was glad to hear 
his testimony that they were coming 
to the light. He he had 240 
members in his chureh, and 230 of 


said 
them were converts from the Roman 
Church. He and other speakers made 
merry over the absurdity of sending 
American money to Europe to convert 
the Romanists there, and the neglect 
of those same Romanists by Ameri- 
cans when they come here. Here is 
where the work should be done, and 
it would be reflected in Europe, for 
there was no higher type of Christian- 
ity in the world than what we have in 
this country. 
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The Church and State were so un- 


ited in all the countries of Europe that 
the people were not lifted up to com- 
prehend their personal union with God 
through Christ alone. 

The remedies suggested by Father 
O’Connor were, that the pastors of the 
various churches should especially in- 
vite the Roman Catholics to their ser- 
vices and let them see that they are 
welcome. Speaking for the Irish 
whom he knew so well, he said that 
they desired to become in all things 
like the Americans. They work for 
Americans, their children mingle with 
American the public 
They see their superiority 
in every way, and they want to be like 
them. 


children in 
schools. 


They are outgrowing the supersti- 
tion of their native land, and no won- 
der. 

Let the Gospel of Christ that has 
civilized all peoples who have received 
it be preached to the Roman Cathol- 
ics, and they will become good Christ- 
ians and good citizens. 
16.—Father O'Con- 
nor introduced to the congregation 


Sunday, Dec. 


Father Devere, a recently converted 
priest, who is now in bnsiness in New 
York. Father OConnor said he did 
not know whether it was according 
to the fitness of things to speak of Bro- 
ther Devere as ‘‘ Reverend” or ‘‘ Fa- 
ther,” as he was a business man, but 
he was glad to say that he learned 
from his dear brother that after he has 
acquired a competency in businéss, he 
will devote himself to the work for the 
conversion of Roman Catholics. His 
address was a thrilling one. He re- 
viewed his life while a Roman Catholic 
priest, and with power and with elo- 


quence denounced the fraud and de- 


ception upon the people by the Ro- 
man Church. From the first words he 
uttered it was apparent that he was a 
truly converted man, filled with power 
from on high, and rejoicing in his Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ. Father Devere 
will preach to the Reformed Catholic 
congregation soon again. He is a 
man of fine presence, only forty years 
of age. 


e+e 


“Go For Them !” 


Rev. Dr. A. F. Schauffler, superin- 
tendent of the New York City Mis- 
sion, said at the sixty-second anniver- 
sary of the Mission, December 9, 1888: 
‘‘The way to convert souls is to go for 
them. Go once, twice; go until you 
get them. I went nineteen times after 
one man. I would have gone the 
twentieth, only he died.” 

We have many inquiries about the 
conversion of Roman Catholics in 
specified cases. Our answer is, in the 
words of Dr. Schauffler, ‘‘ Go for 
them,” tell them of Jesus and the way 
you found Him. Witness for Christ. 
If a Catholic should say, ‘‘I know all 
about Christ,” reply, ‘‘Then let us 
pray to Him as our only Saviour and 
Mediator.” All power is given to Him 
in heaven and on earth, and He will 
hear every one who with repentance 
and faith prays to Him. 
Saviour, 


It is your 


Christian reader, that will 
save the Romanist. 
ove 
A dispatch from Rome last month 
said the Pope did not congratulate 
General Harrison on his election to 
the Presidency. Of course not, Gen- 
eral Harrison is an Elder in the Pres- 
byterian Church, and cares as little 
about the Pope or the ‘‘Irish vote” as 


he does about the Shah of Persia. 
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Boston’s Redemption. 

The good citizens of Boston won a 
great victory Dec. 11, 1888. Hugh 
O’Brien was defeated in the election 
for Mayor of the city, and Thomas N, 


Hart will take his place in the City: 


Hall: the School Board will be Amer- 
ican, and the Board of Aldermen will 
be honest and efficient. 

The friends and supporters of Mr. 
O’Brien advocated his re-election op- 
enly and avowedly on the ground that 
he is an Irishman and a Roman Cath- 
olic.. There has been a fight going 
on for a year in Boston over the exclu- 
sion from the schools, by the present 
board, of Swinton’s History, on the 
ground that the author of the history 
states that indulgences for sin were 
sold, before the Reformation, by per- 
mission of the Pope. The School 
Board objected to the form in which 
this historical fact was stated, and or- 
dered the use of the book to be dis- 
continued. The citizens of Boston who 
are not Romanists were naturally op- 
posed to falsifying history for the ben- 
efit of the Roman Church, and the 
vote of yesterday was an emphatic con- 
demnation of the Board’s course. 

So says the New York Mail and Ex- 
press, Dec. 12. To which we add that 
this election demonstrates the historic 
truth that 
Rome has been boldly confronted in 


whenever and _ wherever 
her schemes and plots,and her aggres- 
sions firmly opposed, she has been de- 
feated. The chief credit of the good 
work is due to the Committee of One 
Hundred and its able secretary, Rev. 
John B. Dunn, D.D., and to the as- 
sociation of ladies known as ‘‘The 


Loyal Women of American Liberty,” 
of which Mrs. Margaret L. Shepherd, 


the converted nun, is president. 


New Subscribers. 
WE ASK THAT OUR FRIENDS WHO HAVE 
the first, and 
have renewed their subscriptions for 
this year, to turn their faces away from 
us fora little while and look at their 
Christian neighbors and acquaintances 


been our readers from 


to see if there is not a new subscriber 
there. Importunity in a doubtful 
cause is often offensive; but in a cause 
that has been tried and weighed in the 
balance, and thank God, not found 
it blesses those who give as 
Let our 


wanting, 
well as those who receive. 
friends send to us for extra copies, as 
many as may be required, and give 
them to their friends with plenty of 
importunity to subscribe, and wonder- 
ful results will follow. A great many 
new subscriptions have recently come 
to us from the distribution of sample 
friends their 
do not like the words 


copies by our 
We 
‘“‘but” and “ if,” 


among 
neighbors. 
and coldly pass them 
by whenever it is possible to do so. 
But ifeach one of our present sub- 
scribers will importune a friend or 
acquaintance to subscribe also, our 
circulation will be doubled and the in- 
fluence of the 
manifold. 


magazine increased 


72+e — 
“Father Flynn.” 
Rev. 
Dublin, Ireland, where he is holding 
evangelistic meetings, under date of 
Dec. 2, 1888: ‘‘I cannot catch this 
mail with the story of ‘Father Flynn,’ 
but, God willing, I shall send it by 
next mail. The meetings in Dublin 
are well attended, and Roman Catho- 
lics are getting saved, as well as others.” 
The continuation of this most inter- 
esting story, which is in the maina 
true story, though the name of the 
priest is fictitious, will appear in our 
next issue. 


Geo. C. Needham writes from 
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Inciting to Murder. 


” 


R EV. Patrick A. Treacy is pastor of 
a the Roman Catholic Church, 
Burlington, N. J. 
at heart. 


He is a murderer 
Last November a theatrical 
company produced a play at the Op- 
era House in that city in which a cler- 
gyman (‘‘Rev. Mr. Treacy,”) is made 
to officiate at a christening. Father 
Treacy took offense at the use of his 
name by the play actors, and he thus 
vents his feelings in a letter to one of 
the local papers: 


‘‘T have heard, with great indigna- 
tion and disgust, of the gross and gra- 
tuitous insult offered to the Catholic 
religion and to myself personally, ina 
play at the Opera-house a night or two 
since. 

‘*The Catholics who were present at 
the Opera house and did not resent 
the atrocious insult deserve to be cut 
off from the Church as ‘‘rotten branch- 
es.” But if those weak-kneed, mean 
cowardly Catholics had not the spunk 
to resent the insult, thank God! I 
have courage enough to do so. Had 
such a thing occurred in the town 
where I was born, nota man of the 
players would have left the town alive. 
Be the consequences what they might, 
the Catholics of my native town would 
have washed out the insult to their re- 
ligion and their priest in the blood of 
the offenders. P. A. Treacv, Pastor.” 

What kind of ‘‘religion” can be ex- 
pected of such a “holy priest” and the 
unfortunate people to whom he min- 
isters? 

At the Parnell trial in London 
month an Irish 


last 
testified that 
Father O'Callaghan, his parish priest, 
said ata meeting of the Land League 
that a certain man whom it was pro- 


witness 


posed to ‘‘boycott” was a bad man, 
‘‘and he might become worse.” A few 
days later the man was murdered. 


Catholics in Open Rebellion. 





Everywhere Catholics are rebelling 
against papal and priestly rule, not only 
in secret but openly and_ publicly. 
From Chicago we learn that there is 
trouble in St. Adelbert’s Polish Cath- 
olic Church. The Rev. Father John 
Radzlejewski, Pastor of the church, is 
at swords’ points with a large part of 
his congregation. Six Catholic societies, 
numbering nearly 700 members, have 
been excluded from the church because 
they refused to accept resolutions sent 
to them by their priest, with the de- 
mand that they be adopted. These pro- 
vided that each society should be under 
the control of the Archbishop and the 
management of the parish priest, and 
that, when present, the priest should 
preside. The latter part of this is very 
obnoxious to them, but not so much so 
as the second article, which provides 
that the parish priest and his assistants 
shall he present at all elections, and 
shall have authority to reject all officers 


elected if deemed unsuitable by the 


priest. The final article gives the priest 
absolute power by declaring that no 
change shall be made in the constitu- 
tion or by-laws without his sanction, 
and winds up by saying that any society 
which does not accept the three articles 
is ‘‘no longer a Catholic society.” 

All the societies refused to adopt the 
articles, and it is under the final clause 
that they have been excluded from the 
church. Prominent Poles say that it is 
intended to carry this movement from 
church to church so as to give the cler- 
gy complete control of all Catholic so- 
cieties and their finances, but the people 
of St. Adelbert’s propose ‘to nip it in 
the bud. A _ largely-attended mass 
for this pur- 


meeting has been held 
p se, 
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Confession by Telephone. 





SS DISON’S inventions—the electric 
GS light, the phonograph and the 
telephone—have been a blessing to the 
world; but they are causing consterna- 
tion in the ranks of the Roman clergy. 
Some of these holy Fathers have de- 
cided that as the Pope can bless by 
telegraph, the people who have tele- 
phones in their houses can ‘‘connect” 
with the priests and confess their sins 
by means instrument. 
Others scout this idea as blasphemous 
and scandalous. 


of this useful 


A Paris letter to the 
London 77ruth says the French bishops 
have beeen against it, declaring that a 
penitent cannot confess or be absolved 
by telephone, but as appeals from their 
decision have gone to Rome, the holy 
office of the Inquisition must settle the 
matter. 

It appears that Italy is even more 
disturbed than France on this subject, 
and that doctors in theological casuis- 
try differ terribly about it. Father Ber- 
nardi, of Faenza, says: ‘‘Yes, provid- 
ed the penitent isin a case of extreme 
necessity.” The learned Father Lehm- 


kuhil considers that can’t be 
mitted by telephone, but that censures 


can be given. 


sins re- 
This is the view of the 
head of the French Seminary at Rome, 
Dr. Eschback. The ¢& in ego te absolvo 
applies only to a person present. A real 
presence is, therefore, obligatory in his 
mind. Telephony, says Father Birardi, 
lengthens the human ear for miles and 
Be- 
ing within earshot is being, for confes- 
Others think 
the bishops, unless in extreme cases, 
are right. Old 
cestral habits 


suppresses distance for the voice. 
sional objects, present. 


forms match with an- 
which have become in- 


stincts. The Church would not appear 
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a Church were it turned into a telepho- 
nic bureau for the confession and re- 
mission of sins, and penitence would 


become mechanical, as Tetzel tried to 


make it. Roman Catholics will await 
the decision of the ‘‘Holy Office” with 
interest, though we fear it will be 


against the use of the instrument. 

We have known many priests whose 
‘‘absolutions” were purely mechanical, 
and it would not much matter to them 
whether the penitent were in the con- 
fession box or miles away—except the 
‘‘case,” as physicians say, happened to 
be an interesting one or the fair peni- 
tent should be a dear friend. 

eve 


Incestuous Marriages. 





The New York /era/d, November 
13, 1888, reports a case before the po- 
lice justice court in Newark, N. J. 
wherein the marriage of an uncle and 
niece is declared by the Judge to be il- 
legal and void, though several children 
had been born of the incestuous union. 


And yet the Pope of Rome, for the 
sum of $20,000, gives his approval to 


the incestuous marriage of Prince Am- 
adeus, brother of the King of Italy, 
What 
Catholic friends think of that? 


do our Roman 
The 


Pope of Rome is a wicked old man to 


and his niece. 


sanction such an unholy alliance, and 
as a religious guide he cannot be safe- 
ly trusted by decent virtuous Catholics, 
who would not form sucha union 
The lesser lights in the Church of 
Rome are following the example of the 
Pope in marrying nephews and nieces. 
Recently vicar- 
general of San Francisco, went out to 


Father Prendergast, 


sea three miles to marry a nephew and 
niece who could not be married legally 
according to the laws of California. 
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Corrigan’s Revenge on Malone. 


SSATHER Sylvester Malone, of 
Ir, Brooklyn, is one of the few Ro- 
man Catholic priests in the United 
States who is honored and respected 
by all who know him. For forty years 
he has been a pastor, and his Church 
has grown to be one of the largest in 
Brooklyn. When 
fired upon‘he was the first clergyman 
in the United States to 


Fort Sumter was 


raise the Am- 
erican flag over his church, and there 
it remained until the close of the Civil 
War. 


always been a Republican in politics, 


As might be expected he has 


and therefore an opponent to the Ro- 


man ‘‘ machine ”—the real Roman 


Catholic Church—which is more po- 
But he had not 
actively opposed it until Father Mc- 
‘“ kicked out ” of that 
The of Tur Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC remember his 


litical than religious. 
Glynn was 
Church. readers 
will 
letter to the Pope on the McGlynn 
case that appeared in our issue for 
June, 1887. 
laid in that letter, 
Archbishop Corrigan, of New York, 


Smarting under the lash 


that was on him 


endeavored to have Father Malone 


disciplined by Bishop Loughlin, of 
Brooklyn; and the latter would have 
cheerfully complied with the request 
if he had not been warned of the con- 
sequences by other priests who were 
ready to follow Father Malone out of 
the 


Church. Archbishop Corrigan, 


however, knew how to bide his time, 
and he had his revenge in a small way 
like the mean creature that he is, when 
Father Malone was invited by one of 
his parishoners to officiate at a mar- 
riage in Father Ducey’s church on 
Twenty-eighth street, New York, Nov. 
27, 1888. 


The brother of the bride- 





groom called on Archbishop Corrigan 
for permission for Father Malone to 
marry the couple, but Corrigan refus- 
ed to see him, and sent word that 
permission would not be granted. 

When interviewed on the subject, 
Father Malone said, ‘‘The permission 
to marry the couple was asked simply 
out of courtesy to Archbishop Corri- 
gan, and his response was: arbitary, 
discourteous and unchristian to the 
last degree. Moreover, I was ordain- 
ed for that diocese forty-five years ago 
and worked in it for ten years, long 
before the present Archbishop was 
out of his teens, 

“Of course all this brings out in a 
more striking light the triviality and 
pettiness of the whole affair,and serves 
to enforce the common rule that by 
little things the character of men in 
high position is often most correctly 
I leave it to the com- 
munity at large to weigh the Arch- 


judged. 


bishop’s action and estimate it at its 
proper value.” 

When asked by the 7ribune report- 
er whether politics had anything to do 
with the refusal, Father Malone re- 
‘‘] think it possible. You 
know Iam a Republican,and the Arch- 


plied: 


bishop and his friends lean towards 
Tammany Hall. 

The newly married couple are high- 
ly connected and Corrigan is in dan- 
But he 
He has Tammany Hall 
To the credit of Father 
Ducey, of St. Leo’s Church, it should 
be said that he sat by the side of 
Dr. Burtsell at the trial of the Mc- 
Guire burial case, noted in our Decem- 


ger of a social ‘‘ boycott.” 
doesn’t care. 
at his back. 


That case has 
but it is certain 


Archbishop will triumph. 


ber issue. not yet 


been decided, the 
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Father MeGlynn’s Good Work. 


a IR the first time since he was ex- 


Ay communicated Father McGlynn 
addressed his old parishioners within 
the borders of his former parish, Nov. 
30, 1888. For more than a year week- 
ly meetings of his friends have been 
held at a hall in Twenty-seventh street 
near Third avenue, within one square 
of St. Stephen’s Church, but Father 
McGlynn has hitherto held aloof from 
them. On this occasion, however, he 
attended and denounced the Pope. 
Sunday evening Dec. 2, the great 
hall of Cooper Union was filled with 
the Catholics who listened to Father 
McGlynn’s denunciation of the ‘‘Ro- 
man machine’”—Popes, Cardinals and 
the lesser workers of the ‘‘machine’”— 
with breathless interest. A report in 
in the morning papers, Dec. 3, said: 
It is improbable that Dr. McGlynn, 
in the course of his career the 
time he fell out with the authorities of 
Catholic 


since 


Church, ever made such 
startling declarations as those he made 
last night at the Anti-Poverty Society. 
Even the members of the society who 
were present—and the hall was well 
filled—showed occasional signs of sur- 
prise, if they were not in fact astonish- 
ed. Dr. McGlynn was perhaps more 
abusive of what he calls the ecclesias- 
tical machine than ever before. 

Of the Pope he said that Leo was 
an ecclesiastical and 


carpenter that 


Catholics were like little children sit- 
ting on his ecclesiastical bench with 
their feet dangling in the air. 

‘‘And we must learn God’s wisdom 
and God’s law and God’s and 


God’s will,” said Dr. McGlynn, ‘‘from 


pt »wer 


Him, or else there is nothing we can 


do to save our souls until some 


blissful convulsion of religion comes 


along. _ Men are getting tired of what 
is at present known as religion.” 

By ‘‘religion” Dr. McGlynn meant 
He 


characterized the Pope as an ignorant, 


of course, the Roman system. 
meddling Pharisee, who consigned to 
perdition all those who did not. pro- 
fess religion as he saw it. 

Referring to personal matters he 
*‘A friend of mine (Father Ma- 
lone of Brooklyn), has recently stated 


said: 


that he is only responsible for what he 
He is 


bound as 


wrote over his own signature. 


wise in that, but I am not 


he is. Icall the tyranny of the Ro- 
man Catholic Church 


tyranny of the Czar, and this must* be 


worse than the 


banished and torn down. Bishops and 
priests must be free as they formerly 
were. But the suggestion in the pa- 
pers that a trial be held here in New 
York to consider my case and stop the 
growth of this power, I donot second. 
Who would 


Who would conduct it? No 


What would be the use ? 
hear it ? 
fairman. Rome would not allow it. 
The judges would be persecutors, as 
offered—or 
told that I would be offered 


heretofore. I was was 
the pas- 
NM Boks 


I denounce the whole 


torate of Middletown, 
should retract. 
machine. I ‘telegraphed this, a secret 
which I now divulge, in Latin to Car- 
dinal Simeoni, of the Roman Propa- 
not condemn the 
I will not 
have now 


aganda: “7 will 
doctrines uttered by me. 
go to Rome. I no case 
whatever before your tribunal.” Nor 
have I to-day. It would do no good, 
Were Christ to stand to-day in the 
streets of Rome, preaching the same 
doctrines which he taught 1,800 years 
ago, he would be accounted a heretic 
by the ‘Holy’ Pope. The suggestions 
of friends cannot help me.” 
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Fairness Towards Converts. 


The Pittsburg Dispatch, Nov. 1oth, 
1888, says: ‘‘The Rev. K. Walz has been 
pastor of the 
Lutheran Church, Sharpsburg, Pa., for 


German Evangelical 
twenty-one years, and during that time 
has gained for himself innumerable 
friends. But he has also enemies, and 
recently some of them started the rumor 
that when a young man he studied for 
the priesthood in a Catholic college in 
Europe. When asked whether the ru- 
mor had any foundation of truth, he 
‘Oh, 


But suppose | had once been a Catho- 


simply smiled and said: no. 
lic; that would have nothing to do with 
Mr. Walz’s 
statement that he never was a Catholic 


my present church work.” 


must be accepted of course; but there 
is no doubt that in the minds of many 
the fact of having been a Catholic or a 
priest would be accounted a reproach 
in the case of even a_ successful pastor 
in most of the Protestant churches. It 
was not so during the Reformation in 
the sixteenth century,and please God, it 
will not be so in the twentieth century, 
when will 
numerous, in the pulpits and in the 


the that 


converted Catholics be so 


denominations, 


pews of: all 
| 
i 


they will command the admiration of 


faith. 
The Pope’s Church will then have sunk 


their brethren in the Christian 
to such insignificant proportions that 
even politicians will not court its vote. 
ose 

The story is told of a priest in Ire- 
land who was complaining of the wick- 
edness of his parishioners and of the 
ineffectiveness of his denunciations, 
and even of his horse-whipping. Being 
asked why he did not try the Gospel 
on them. he answered with a 
disgust, that ‘‘he wasn’t going to waste 
good Gospel on the likes of them.” 


look of 


“CHRIST’S MISSION.” 
(For the Conversion of 
Catholics.) 


Roman 

The need of a mission building 
in New York City where all the work 
for the conversion of Roman Catholics 
could be concentrated, was never more 
apparent than this year, when so many 
priests are leaving the Church of Rome. 
We welcome those priests as best we 
can, but our facilities for doing so are 
entirely inadequate. Lastyear ‘‘Christ’s 
Mission” wasorganized as a Missionary 
Soeiety for the purpose of providing a 
building centrally located in the city. 
Up to last month about $300 had been 
received, when a lady in this city vol- 
untarily contributed $1,000. 

This is very encouraging, and the 
treasurer, Mrs. William Campbell, 36 
West 18th Street. New York, will be 
happy to receive further contributions. 

We hope our readers who cannot 
themselves contribute to this fund will 
speak to their wealthy friends about it. 
We know we are not good at begging 
money for our work, however much it 
is needed, but some of our friends may 
be richly endowed in that respect. 


eve 
A Reason for Action. 

“When bold insolent frauds 

are, by shameless outrages, commit- 


and 


ting gigantic robberies upon the peo- 
ple of our cities, and so far as possi- 
ble, corrupting morals in general— 
what is to be done? Suppose the guilty 
parties play the rediculous farce of at- 
tempting to hide themselves behind 
what they call a Church! What of 
that?” oli- 
t¢ics,” a pamphlet that all should read 
t may be had at this office, or of the 
Rev. Joseph Hartwell, Binghamton, 
N. Y., price 10 cents, or 14 for $1.00. 


—From ‘‘ Romanism in 
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Indulgences and Their Sale.* 
PHILIP SCHAFF, 
UNION THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, NEW YORK. 


BY REV. DR. 


lao 


HE difficult and complicated doc- 
“f trine of indulgences is peculiar 
to the Roman Church, 
known to the Greek and 
ers. 


It was un- 
Latin fath- 
It was developed by the medix- 
val schoolmen, and sanctioned by the 
Council of Trent (Dec. 4, 1563), yet 
without definition and with an express 
warning against abuses and evil gains. 

In the legal language of Rome, in- 
dulgentia is a term of amnesty or re- 
mission of punishment. In ecclesias- 
tical Latin, an zadulgence means the 
remission of the temporal (not the 
eternal) punishment of sin (not of sin 
itself), on condition of penitence and 
the payment of money to the Church 
or some charitable object. It may be 
granted by a bishop or archbishop 
within his diocese, while the Pope has 
the power to grant it to all Catholics. 
The practices of indulgences grew out 
of a custom of the Northern and West- 
ern barbarians to substitute pecuniary 
compensation for punishment of an of- 
fense. The Church favored this cus- 
tom in order to avoid bloodshed, but 
did wrong in applying it to religious 
offences. Who touches money touch- 
es dirt; and the less religion has to do 
it, the better. The 
such pecuniary compensation occur- 
red in England under Archbishop 
Theodore of Canterbury (d. 690). The 
practice rapidly spread on the Contin- 


first instances of 


ent, and was used by the Popes during 
and after the crusades as a means of 


increasing their power. It wasjustifled 


*From Volume VI. of Dr. Schafi’s *‘History 
of the Christian Church,’’ published by Chas. 
Scribner’s Sons, New York City. 755 pp. $4. 


and reduced to a theory by the school- 
men, especially by Thomas Aquinas, 
in close connection with the doctrine 
of thesacramentof penance and priest- 
ly absolution. 

The sacrament of penance includes 
three elements-—contrition of the heart, 
confession of the mouth (to the priest) 
and satisfaction by good works, such 
as prayer, fasting, alms-giving, pilgri- 
mages, all of which are supposed to 
God for- 
gives only the eternal punishment of 
sin, and he alone can do that; but the 


have an atoning efficacy. 


sinner has to bear the temporal pun- 
ishments, either in this life or in pur- 
gatory; and these punishments are un- 
der the control of the Church or the 
priesthood, especially the Pope as its 
legitimate head. There are also works 
of supererogation performed by Christ 
and by the saints, with corresponding 
extra-rewards; and these constitute a 
rich treasury from which the Pope, as 
the treasurer, can dispense indulgen- 
ces for money. This papal power of 
dispensation extends even to the de- 
parted souls in purgatory, whose suf- 
ferings may thereby be abridged. This 
is the scholastic doctrine. 

The granting of indulgences degen- 
erated after the time of the crusades 
into a regular traffic, and became a 
source of ecclesiastical and 
wealth. 


monastic 
A good portion of the profits 
went into the papal treasury. Boniface 
VIII. issued the first bull of the jubi- 
lee indulgence to all the visitors of St. 
Peter’s in Rome. (1300). 


be confined to Rome, 


It was to 
and to be re- 
peated only once in a hundred years, 
but it afterwards 


was extended 


multiplied as to place and time. 


and 


The idea of selling and buying by 


money the remission of punishment 
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and release from purgatory was ac- 
ceptable to ignorant and superstitious 
people, but revolting to sound moral 
feeling. It roused, long before Luth- 
er, the indignant protest of earnest 
minds, such as Wiclif in England, 
Hus in Bohemia, John Van Wessel in 
Germany, John Wessel in Holland, 
Thomas Wyttenbach in Switzerland, 
but without much effect. 

The rebuilding of St. Peter's church 
in Rome furnished an occasion forthe 
periodical exercise of the papal power 
of granting indulgences. Julius II.and 
Leo X., two of the most worldly, av- 
aricious, and extravagant Popes, has 
no scruple to raise funds for that ob- 
ject, aud incidentally for their own 
aggrandizement, from the traffic in in- 
dulgences. Both issued several bulls 
to that effect. 

Spain resisted the introduction of 
this traffic under the influence of Car- 
dinal Ximenes, a devout Catholic. In 
England and France the kings pre- 
vented it. But Germany, under the 
weak rule of Maximilian, yielded to 
the papal domination. 

Leo divided Germany into three dis- 
tricts, and committed in 1515,the sale 
for one district to Albrecht, Archbish- 
op of Mainz and Magdeburg, and 
brother of the Elector of Brandenburg. 

Albrecht was largely indebted tothe 
rich banking house of Fugger in Aug- 
sburg, from whom he had borrowed 
thirty thousand floring in gold to pay 
for the papal pallium. By an agree- 
ment with the Pope, he had permission 
to keep half of the proceeds arising 
The 
agents of that commercial house stood 
behind the preachers of indulgence 


from the sale of indulgences. 


and collected their share for the repay- 
ment of the loan. 


The Archbishop appointed Johann 
Tetzel (Diez), of the Dominican or- 
der, his commissioner, who again em- 
ploved his sub-agents. 

Tetzel was born between 1450 and 
1460, at Leipzig, and began his career 
as a preacher of indulgences in 1501. 
He became famous asa popular orator 
and successful hawker of indulgences. 
He was prior of a Dominican convent, 
doctor of philosophy and papal inquis- 
itor (A@retica pravitatis inquisitor). At 
the end of 1517 he acquired in the 
University of Frankfurt-on-the-Oder 
the degree of Licentiate of Theology, 
and in January, 1518, the degree of 
Doctor of Theology, by defending in 
two disputations, the doctrine of in- 
dulgences against Luther. He died 
at Leipzig during the public debate 
between Eck and Luther, July, 1519. 
He is represented by Protestant writ- 
ers as an ignorant, noisy, impudent 
and immoral charlatan, who was not 
ashamed to boast that he saved more 
souls from purgatory by his letters of 
indulgence than St. Peter by his preach 
ing. On the other hand, Roman Cath- 
olic historians defend him as alearned 
and zealous servant of the Church. 
He has only an incidental notriety. 

Tetzel traveled with great pompand 
circumstances through Germany, and 
recommended with unscrupulous ef- 
frontery and declamatory eloquence 
the indulgences of the Pope to the 
large crowds who gathered from every 
quarter around him. He was received 
like a messenger from heaven. Priests, 
monks and magistrates, men and wo- 
men, old and young, marched in 
solemn procession with songs, flags 
and candles, under the ringing of bells, 
to meet him and his fellow-monks, 
and followed them to the Church; the 





papal bull on a velvet cushion was 


placed on the high altar, a red cross 
with a silken banner bearing the papal 
arms was erected before it, and a large 
iron chest was put beneath the cross 
for the indulgence money. Such 
chests are still preserved in 
places. 
mons, hymns and processions, urged 


many 
The preachers, by daily ser- 


the people with extravagant laudations 
of the Pope’s bull, to purchase letters 
of indulgence for their own benefit, 
and at thesame time played upon their 
sympathies for departed relatives and 
friends whom they might release from 
their sufferings in purgatory ‘‘as soon 
as the penny tinkles in the box.” 
Sobald der Pfennig im Kasten Klingt, 
Die Seel aus dem Fegfeuer springt; 
So soon as the penny in the chest rings, 
The soul up out of Purgatory springs. 
+e - 
Rome Rule in New York. 


Sz AST month we published a list of 
‘Le 1 the municipal offices in New 
York held by Roman Catholics. It wasa 
startling exposure of the greed for of- 
fices by the Pope’s followers. But they 
are only following the example of their 
master who is continually crying for 
the restoration of his temporal power, 
that he might be still more unlike 
Him whose vice-gerent he blasphem- 
ously styles himself. Our Lord 
Master when on the earth said, 


and 
“My 
kingdom is not of this world.” ‘But 
mine is,” says the Pope cf Rome, ‘‘my 
kingdom is of this world, and I can 
never be happy unless I am an earthly 
ruler as were my predecessors.” He 
has the restoration of the temporal 
power on the brain, though even intel- 
ligent Roman Catholics cannot help 
seeing how vain are his hopes. Though 
he has no political offices to giveaway 
in Rome, his followers in New York 
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have taken all the municipal offices in 
his name. 
Last month 
mented on this subject as follows; 
The municipal officers just now el- 
ected for this metropolis are, without 
In stating 


the Churchman com- 


exception, Romantists. 
this we cannot be accused of raising a 
It is thrust upon us. 
It could not be that all the elective 


offices in New York City are filled by 


religious issue. 


Romanists without intentional effort 
and deeply laid plans. When a single 
denomination takes this step of con- 
trolling all the municipal offices in a 
great city, its mouth is closed against 
the cry of ‘‘religious questions in pol- 
itics.”” It put 
own seeking of power. 
ination that does this is committed to 
the 
means the open avowal that the gov- 


into the arena its 
The denom- 


has 


policy which this signifies. It 
ernment of this city is to be carried on 
for the benefit of the Roman Catholic 
Church. Wedo not meet this fact 
by any threats. We can only say that 
any religious body which takes up this 
policy, which seeks to arrogate to it- 
self a monopoly of political rule, itself 
provokes the issue. If in future elec- 
tions it should be held a virtual dis- 
qualification for a candidate that he 
was a Romanist; the Roman Church 
would have itself only to blame. Once 
moot the question, that to hold office 
in New York City a man must be a 
member of the Church of Rome, and 
the consequences may be more serious 
for that Church than its managers may 
perhaps at present be aware of. We 
do not advocate proscription for relig- 
ious tenets. We deprecate it sincerely 
and thoroughly, but we say this, that 
nothing will be more likely to provoke 
it, and in a certain sense to justify it, 
than the wholesale and greedy grasp- 
ing at monopoly of rule by any relig- 
ious body whatsoever. 





Monastic Superstitions inthe 
Church of Rome. 





BY LEO REED. 

=3ROM a book entitled ‘‘Lives of 
FE the Saints and Blessed of the 
Three Orders of St. Francis,” pub- 
lished in 1885, only three years ago, 
by the Franciscan convent at Taun- 
ton, and which boasts a preface by 
‘“‘His Eminence the Cardinal Arch- 
bishop of Westminster,” the following 
extracts are taken as further examples 
of the ignorance and superstition pre- 
vailing in the monasteries and con- 
vents which control Roman Catholic 
education the world over. The first 
incident related is alleged to have oc- 
cured in the life of St. Francis of As- 
sisi, and is found on page 41 of the 
orthodox production indicated: 

“Once at St. Mary's they offered 
him (St. Francis) a sheep. He re- 
ceived it gratefully because of the sim- 
plicity and innocence natural to this 
animal. He warned it to be careful 
in praising God, and to keep from of- 
fending its brethren. ‘The sheep, as if 
it could understand the tender pity 
which burnt in the Saint, followed his 
advice most carefully. When it heard 
the Brothers chanting in the choir, it 
went into the Church, bent the knee 
and bleated before the altar of our La- 
dy, the mother of the Lamb of God, 
thus to pay her devotion. At Holy 
Mass during the Elevation it postrated 
itself asif to shame undevout men,and 
to invite the good to deeper reverence 
to this Sacrament of Love.” 

Passing by a number of similar mir- 
acles by the same saint we are told on 
page 234 concerning ‘‘Blessed” Anto- 
ny of Stronconio: ‘‘A woman possess- 
ed by a devil, having been led to the 
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altar of Blessed Antony, (after his 
death) the religious began to exorcise 
her. A wonderful prodigy was then 
seen. Atthe very moment the evil 
spirit left the body of his victim, the 
Blessed body (of Antony) raised its 
head and right hand in token of the 
favor that had just been granted, and 
it has remained ever since in this atti- 
tude, as may be seen at the present 
day. The biographers of Blessed An- 
tony mention a special privilege grant- 
ed to him by God in favor of those 
who are devout to him. He warns 
them of their approaching death by 
repeated knocks either in his coffin or 
in his images. Numerous examples 
are related of this wonderful fact, and 
moreover, whenever any religious 
of the convent of St. Damian was 
about to die, a warning was given by 
a noise heard in the shrine containing 
the body of Blessed Antony.” 

At some time after the death of 
“Blessed” Matthew of Girgenti, his 
remains were removed to another 
place of burial, and ‘‘when the pro- 
cession entered the Church and pass- 
ed before the Blessed Sacrament, 
Blessed Matthew sat up in his coffin 
to the amazement of all, joined his 
hands, bowed his head to adore our 
Lord, and then laid down again.” 

“Blessed” Thomas of Cori ‘‘once 
while administering Holy Communion 
fell into an ecstasy and was raised up 
till he reached the roof of the Church. 
Then gently descending he continued 
the distribution of the Holy Eucharist, 
his face beaming with heavenly joy.” 
(Page 327.) 

‘‘The number of miracles perform- 
ed by St. John Joseph is incalculable. 
Nature's whole kingdom seemed sub- 
ject to him. Onan evening in-Feb- 

















ruary as he re-entered the convent he 
met a Neapolitan tradesman, who beg- 
She 
was far advanced in pregnancy and in 
immediate danger of losing her life. 
‘My wife,’ said the man, 
apricots and it isimpossible to find any 
at this season.’ ‘Well, well,’ said the 
Saint, ‘your wife must wait a little; 


ged him to pray for his wife. 


‘longs for 


between this and to-morrow, Almighty 
God, St. Peter of Alcantara and St. 
Pascal will provide for her.” Going up 
the staircase he perceived some bran- 
ches of a chestnut ‘Brother 
Michael,’ said he to his socius, ‘take 
three of those plant 
them; who knows if God and St. Peter 
of Alcantara will not make them bear 


tree. 


branches and 


an apricot or two to save this poor 
woman and the 
fant ?’ 

The brother hadn’t much confidence 
nevertheless he took the branches and 
planted them in a flower-pot which 
stood in a window of the Saint’s cell. 
In the morning they were found to be 
covered with fresh leaves, 


soul of her in- 


and each 
one of the branches bore a fine apri- 
cot; the tradesman’s wife ate them and 
she was cured.”(Page 360. ) 
Concerning the miraculous powers 
of ‘‘Blessed” Salvador of Orta, the 
Franciscan authors inform pages 
474-5, that during his stay at the con- 
vent of Orta, he cured over two thous- 


us, 


and sick persons every week, and 
‘during one Holy Week the number 
of those cured amounted to four thous- 
and, and on the Feast of the Annun- 
ciation to six thousand. One day that 
the Church was as usual, full of sick 
people, the brother was sought for 
everywhere but could not be found. 
He was then in prayer on the top of 


a neighboring hill. The sick people 
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in dispair at his absence called for 
him with loud cries and entreated the 
Blessed Virgin to send him to them. 
All of a sudden a bright cloud was 
seen to detach itself from the mount- 
ain and to descend with majesty. so to 
say, before the door of the Church. 
Hardly had it touched the ground 
than it forthwith dispersed and there 
was Blessed Salvador to the amaze- 
ment of every one, showering miracles 
on all the sick who were awaiting his 
help.” 

‘“‘Having heard a preacher in the 
oratory of St. Antony speaking to the 
people of the virtues of that glorious 
solitary, and of all he had to suffer 
from the devils who appeared to him 
in the shape of wild beasts, St. Viri- 
deana felt herself inspired to ask of 
God a similar trial. Her prayer was 
soon heard. Two enormous snakes 
entered through the window of her 
cell, and never left her, eating out of 
the same plate with her, and taking a 
share in all her food. Sometimes they 
lashed her with their tails so violently 
that she was left insensible. These rep- 
tiles generally crept out during her 
prayers for a short time and then came 
back, keeping always together. Some 
persons having once hunted and se- 
verely wounded them, the Saint cured 
sut 


far from being grateful for this benefit 


them by the sign of the cross. 


the snakes persecuted her more than 
(Page 244.) 
The Roman Catholic 


ever.” 
Church 


tends that in the public schools there 


con- 
is neither ‘‘faith” nor morals. So she 
compels Catholics to have their child- 
ren educated by the monks and nuns, 


who possess, as is seen, an abundance 
of, at least, fazth. 
Pittsburgh, Pa., Dec. 20, 


1888. 
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Boycotting Mexican Mission- 


aries. 





Mission Bautista, ) 
D. A. Witson, Director, { 

Gvuapacajara, Mexico, Aug. 10, 1888. 
Rev. James A. O'Connor. 

Dear BrotruHer :—In the May num- 
ber of THe Convertep CaTHoLic, you 
ask for atranslation of portions of a 
certain Catechism, which is being cir- 
culated in Mexico. The book in ques- 
tion is entitled; ‘‘A Brief Catechism 
About Protestantism,” by Bishop Cu- 
esta. The following is an extract from 
this catechism which has been pub- 
lished in the form of a leaflet for gener- 
al distribution. The leaflet is pub- 
lished and circulated in this city, but 
has not been ‘‘interfered with by the 
civil authorities.” 

QuveEstTion.—Should we hate Protest- 
ants? 

ANnswWER.—We should not hate Pro- 
testants, but we should hate Protestant- 
ism, 

().—Protestants are our neighbors, 
should we therefore love them ? 

A.—Yes ; but we should flee, as from 
a plague, from those who attempt to 
seduce us, for our faith is a precious 
and delicate gift, which we may easily 
lose, if we are content to listen to or 
read the discourses of those who would 
take it from us. 

().—May Catholics read or have in 
Bibles, New Testa- 
ments, or other books tracts or papers, 


their possession, 


of Protestant origin ? 
A.—wNo. 


Catholic to deliver all such books, tracts 


It is the duty of every 


or papers at once to his bishop or priest, 
and if he failsto do so, he sins griev- 
ously. 

().—May Catholics in any way co- 
operate with the propagation of Pro. 
testantism? 


A.—No 


; and it is therefore not right 


to lend them any manner ofaid in their 
wicked design of propagating heresy. 

©.—Is it right for Catholics to lend 
or hire their houses to Protestants to 
hold their religious meetings in them? 

A.—No. 
a great sin and besides subject them- 
selves to the censures fulminated 
against the abettors of heresy. 


Those whodo so commit 


Q.—May Catholics who are masons 
work in the construction or repairs 
of Protestant temples which they may 
desire to build, or have built in the 
country ? 

A.—No:; for this would be a kind 
of co-operation with the wicked at- 
tempts of these heretics. 

().—Is it right for mechanics to make 
or repair any furniture for Protestants 
to use in their temples or halls,in which 
they intend to hold their sacrilegious 
meetings ? 

A.—No, for the same reason given in 
preceding answer. 

().—May Catholics attend the meet- 
ings of Protestants either from curiosity 
or in order to receive what they prom- 
ise them for so doing? 

A.—No; and those who lend such 
assistance commit a sin, and subject 
themselves to excommunication. 

‘‘NotE—The most illustrious Archbish- 
op of Guadalajara grants eighty days 
indulgence for the reading of this les- 
on, provided it is done with religious 
attention,” 

Yours in Christ, 
D. A. Witson. 
eve 

A correspondent writes from Fulton, 
N. Y., November 21, 1888: The Ro- 
man Catholics are putting up a fine 
Church, and Protestants will do much 
towards building it. Policy and _ pol- 
itics rule here too much. 


re 
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ADDRESS ON PA- 


BY H. M. 


"N 1877 Rt. Rev. P. J. Rvan, Coad- 

jutor Bishop of St. Louis, and 
AX. now Archbishop of Philadelphia, 
Louis, entit- 
led, ‘‘ What Catholics do not believe.” 


It was given by request and aims to an- 


delivered a lecture in St. 


swer the objections of those who have, 
to quote the introduction, ‘‘certain pre- 
judices against the Church of Rome, 
founded on what ‘we do not believe.’ ” 

On page 18 we read: ‘‘Now I come 
to the lecture itself. In order to render 
it perhaps more interesting and clear, I 
shall make it take the 


form of an in- 


dictment against the Catholic | Roman 
Church Then I would say, plac- 
ing myself in the place of an objector : 
Catholic 


having enslaved the human intellect. . . 


‘l charge the Church with 


She enslaves the human intellect by 


her doctrinal authority. Man, endow- 
ed by Almighty God with reason, is 
that 


dictation of a human 


obliged to submit to the 


institution, and 


reason 


though he may with that reason have 
come to a certain conclusion, the mo- 
ment this authority speaks he must 
bow his head and submit to it notwith- 
standing his previous convictions.’ ’ 

On page 21: ‘‘I have brought for- 
ward these objections... But I feel 
there is a power to answer them.” 

On page 23 and 24: ‘‘In the first 
place then, Catholics [Romanists} do 
not believe that they are bound to sub- 
mit their intellects to the decision of a 
They 


convinced themselves that the Church 


human institution. have first 


to which they pay allegiance and bv 


BURDETT, COUNSELLOR-AT-LAW, NEW YORK CITY. 


which they are taught the truths of rev- 
elation is a diviue institution—an uner- 
ring messenger from God to them. If 
therefore they submit to a decision of 
the Church they submit to a decision 
of a tribunal which their reason has al- 
ready accepted as unerring. If they 


were obliged to receive decisions on 


matters of faith, without having been 
already convinced that such decisions 
were given by a tribunal that could not 
err, then Catholics would be slaves.” 
This 


years after the ‘‘Decree of Papal Infal- 


lecture, written some seven 
libility” had been foisted on the RKo- 
man Church by the Vatican Council of 
1869-70, is peculiarly interesting when 
read in connection with an experience 


of the writer hereof, and it seems to 
him that his experience will be of in- 
terest to the readers of THE CoNvERTED 
CATHOLIC. 
It will be admitted I presume that 
the Vatican Council of 1870 was sum- 
moned for the purpose, primarily, of 
passing the Decree of Infallibility of the 
Roman Pontiff. Among the good men 
there assembled was Peter Richard Ken- 
rick, Archbishop of St. Louis. He must 
be from his writings a remarkable man; 


learning and 


remarkable for remark- 
able for his tone of lofty morality. In- 
deed, my greatest surprise is that. such 
aman couldstayin the Church of Rome. 

This good man had pondered over 
the question of the Decree so long and 
faithfully that he had come to the opin- 
those other 


ion that influenced great 


men who gave up Rome rather than 
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vote for the Infallibility of its Pontiff. 
It seems he had prepared an address 
on the subject and this address he 
would deliver in the Council. But— 
how we may never perhaps know—he 
was prevented from delivering this ad- 
dress. His own printed preface or 


‘‘Monitum,” freely translated by 
me, better explains this state of facts 


and his subsequent steps: 

‘That this address was not deliver- 
ed although prepared for deliverv,came 
this On the 


June at the close of the General Con- 


about in way: 
gregation, the discussion upon the first 
Schema of the Catholic faith in general 
was unexpectedly closed. Of the forty 
bishops, more or less, who put their 
names down to speak on this subject, 
He 


printing it, to 


the writer of these lines was one. 
thought he ought, by 
make use of his God-given right of 
making known to his co-bishops and 
to others having the right to be present 
in the Council his opinions concern- 
ing this most weighty matter. 

The form of an address remains,and 
also a few things that would only have 
a place in an address delivered by word 
of mouth. Rome, June 8, 187 

Some two vears ago I came upon a 
quotation from the above address. So 
opposed was it to the position advocat- 
ed by the Roman Church that I decid- 
But 
beyond (1st) the name of the author, 


and (2d) the 


ed to get the address for perusal. 


fact that the address was 
prepared for delivery but not delivered 
at the Vatican Council of 1869-7 


(3d) that it 


and 


was printed in 1870 at Na- 


ples, I had absolutely nv clue to it 
whatever. 

I believe my first step was to write to 
a priest; I 


have forgotton his name, 


but I was not answered. 


third of 


I then wrote a friend in Florence, 
but so meagre was my knowledge about 
it that I could not set him on the track, 
and he wrote me he could get no infor- 
mation from the Italian booksellers. 

I then wrote ‘‘Monsignor” T. S. Pres- 
ton who said: ‘‘No such pamphlet was 
printed as far as I know.” (‘‘Credat 


JSudaeus Appella. is ) 


I then tried Archbishop Corrigan. I 
the most Rev. 
Dr. Kenrick, then, as now, 


got this civil reply: . 
(Aug. 31, 
1886) Archbishop of St. Louis, prepar- 
ed in Rome in 1869, an address on 
Papal Infallibilitvy, which was never de- 
livered although it was privately print- 
ed in Naples. The Archbishop recall- 
ed all the copies, hence I presume it is 
impossible to procure one at present.” 

I must have written Archbishop Cor- 
rigan again for I have this letter from 
him dated Sept. 6, 1886: 

“The question of Papal Infallibility 
was discussed for five hours every day 
(as far as I know) from the 3d Session 
in April until the definition itself in 
July. 

“IT have on my table now the Sum- 
maries of 138 speeches on both sides 
of the question, besides 150 large pages 
of printed matter containing other re- 
marks on the subject. The fullest lib- 
erty of discussion was allowed and af- 
ter these three or four months of learn- 
ed debate nothing was left to be said 
on the point in question.” 
true untill read 
in the ‘‘Monitum” that on June 3d, 


I accepted this as 


the discussion on the subject was unex- 
pectedly closed; a step that drove Arch- 
bishop Kenrick to print what he was 
not allowed to speak. 

My next step was to find in the As- 
tor Library the title of the pamphlet 
and its publisher; all of which I sent 














to my friend in Florence, asking him if 
a copy could be found in the library 
to get it copied for me. 

Awaiting his reply I wrote a man in 
St. Louis who was, I knew, very inti- 
mate with Archbishop Kenrick. I stat- 
ed my case and begged him to ask the 
good Archbishop where I conld get a 


copy of the address. My delight may 


be imagined when I received by mail 
the longed for pamphlet. 
I at once began translating it, but 


had not gone far when I concluded 


my latinity was faulty. I made the 
author say such queer things, queer, 
that is, fora Romanist, that ] 


my St. Louis friend to ask the Arch- 


wrote 


bishop if he would look over my trans- 
My 


seen His 


lation and correct 

aed 

Grace, but am sure he will do so.” 
When I had 16 


translation I sent them to my St. Louis 


my errors. 


friend replied have not 


finished pages of 
friend with a request that he transmit 
them to the Archbishop. Now 


16 pages 


my 
friend isa Romanist; those 


were ‘‘eye openers” to him; he was 
fond of the Archbishop; he feared the 
translation might make trouble for the 
1uthor; any one of the above reasons 
may have induced him to write saying: 
“T return, etc. I do not feel able to 
do as you desire.” 

I then wrote a letter to the Arch- 
bishop begging him to correct any er- 
rors he might find. Not hearing from 
him in two months I again wrote him, 
enclosing copy of my previous letter. 
But I got no reply. 
by the way, was not written until I had 
first asked the postmaster at St. Louis 
how could a letter be delivered to the 
Archbishop. He replied, ‘‘Mark the 


tter ‘Personal, 


My second letter, 


’ which I did. 
I then succeeded in getting Bishop 
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Tuttle, of the 


Protestant Episcopal 
Church, a personal friend of the Arch- 


bishop, to letters to the 


deliver my 
Archbishop in person. 
That was November 22, 1887. Lam 
still waiting for a reply. 
The singular experience above de- 
scribed has led me to the following re- 
flections: 


Rt. Rev. P. J. 


nearer right 


Ist.- 
ment is 


Ryan's indict- 
than his answer 
thereto. 

2d.—Rt. Rev. P. R. Kenrick 
ordered to suppress his printed address, 
und he obeyed. 

3d.—Rt. Rev. P. R. Kenrick got in- 
to very hot water as the result of his 


was 


address, and the fear of additional pun- 
ishment sealed his lips so that when I 
wrote to him, he dared not reply. 
Possibly the editor of THe Convert- 
ED CATHOLIC may know something of 
the inner history of his punishment. 
At any rate if ‘‘the unerring tribunal’ 
to which Ryan says ‘‘reason submits” 
was rendered ‘‘unerring” by a vote ofa 
Council where not only were the ob- 
jectors silenced but their mouths seal- 
to which 
this same Roman Church dare not go 


ed forever, is there any limit 
in the future ? 

WE HAVE OBTAINED a copy of Arch- 
bishop Kenrick’s great speech, and shall 
publish it in future numbers of THE 
ConvFRTED CatHoLic. It was printed 
at Naples by De Angelis Brothers in 
1870. 

We venture to say Archbishop Ken- 
rick does not believe in the personal in- 
fallibiliay of the Pope now any more 
than he believed it when he prepdred 


his great address for the Vatican Coun- 


cil, though he is still Archbishop of St. 
Louis. 
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CHURCH OF ROME 


NOT 


THE CHURCH OF CHRIST. 


BY PAUL LE CLAIR, 
s 


x. 
3.—Peter, ‘The Chief Shepherd of the Church.” 


1. This is the claim of Rome and 
they attempt to support it by citing: 

John, ch. 21: vs. 15-17. This pas- 
sage it is confidently asserted, teaches 


the investiture of the Apostle Peter 


with full power to feed the flock of 


Christ—both sheep and lambs—that 
is according to the papal interpretat- 
ion, clergy and laity; and therefore 
the Pope, as the successor of St. Pet- 
er is the chief shepherd and _ visible 
head of the Church on earth. 

This wonderful explanation of sim- 
ple narrative is in perfect keeping with 
all the monstrous perversions of the 
word of God, by which everything pe- 
culiarly papal is attempted to be proved 
from the Holy Sc riptures. 

2. The Apostle Peter on hearing 
his Master foretell how the little flock 
would be scattered when the Shepherd 
should be smitten, replied in a boast- 
ful and presumptuous manner saying, 
“Though all shall be offended 
because of thee, yet willl never be of- 
And 
sured him that that night before the 


men 


fended.” when the Saviour as- 
cock crew he would thrice deny him; 


the self-confident Apostle persisted 
‘‘Though I should die with thee yet 
will I not deny thee*’ Doubtless his 
spirit was abundantly willing to sus- 
tain and defend his beloved Master 
even in the face of death, yet mark the 
flesh ! the 


hourof temptation behold how mourn- 


weakness of the For in 
fully the Master’s prediction is fulfill- 


ed! “J know not what thou sayest.” 


Again he declares with an oath, 
know not the man.” And the 
time with cursing and swearing, 
know not the man!” 


ce P 
third 
sc7 
“And immediate- 
Then as the shrill 
startling note recalls “the word of the 
Lord,” the impressive look of the Son 
of God resting for an instant upon the 


ly the cock crew.” 


fallen disciple aroused conscience to 
her dire office; and proud, boasting 
Peter now overwhelmed with shame 
and self-contempt, and unable to en- 
dure the august presence of the injur- 
ed Master so cruelly betrayed, aban- 
doned, denied, yet withal so truly lov- 
ed, flees out into the night and weeps 
bitterly in keen remorse. (A/aZ. 26:33-35 

3. From that sad hour until the in- 
terview narrated in the passage under 
consideration, there is no record of 
any special intercourse between the 
erring Apostle and that Master whom 
he had so shamefully denied. Jesus 
had, indeed, before this appeared to 
Peter and the other disciples,yet noth- 
ing is related upon the subject of Pet- 
er’s melancholy fall; and how much so 
ever he might feel the depth and sin- 
cerety of his repentance and the real- 
ity of his love of Christ, yet his Lord 
had hitherto given him no express and 
and positive assurance of pardon and 
restoration. But now before Jesus 
gives to his assembled Apostles his fi- 
nal instruction and commission, he 
appears to several of them at the sea 
of Tiberias, and among them was Si- 
mon Peter. ( John ch. 21.) He, with 
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the others was engaged in his old oc- 
Having toiled all 
all night and caught nothing, they at 
at the direction of the Lord, cast their 


cupation, fishing. 


nets once more, and now they are not 
able to draw it for the multitude of 
a hundred and fifty and three! 
After they had partaken of the fish, 
Jesus saith to Peter, 
Jonas, lovest thou me 
He saith unto him, 





fishes 


‘* Simon, son of 
more than these?” 
“Yea, Lord, thou 
knowest that I love thee.” He saith 
unto him, ‘‘Feed my Lambs.” This 
pointed question thrice addressed with 
heart-searching solemnity, could not 
fail to awaken in the mind of this frail 
disciple reflections of painful interest. 
The three-fold of his Master 

The bitter 
weeping called forth by the Master's 
look of kind, 
The joy at the resurrection—all, all 


denial 
and that with cursing! 
yet effectual reproof. 
seem for the time to have passed from 
the mind of Simon; and now, his Lord 
seeks him and finds him engaged in 
Well might 
he question him, ‘‘Simon,son of Jonas, 


his old secular calling. 


lovest thou me more than these? If 
thou lovest the gains of fishing more 
than me thou canst not follow me. I 
once called thee to my service as a 
fisher of men. (M/ai410: 4.) If thou 
lovest me not in thatservice thou canst 
not feed my flock.’’ At the third ques- 
tion, the son of Jonas, deeply grieved 
that his truth should thus appear to be 
doubted, at once vindicates the reality 
of his love by a direct appeal to om- 
niscience—*‘Lord, thou knowest all 
things; thou knowest that I love thee.” 
It is enough. His Master’s design is 
accomplished. ‘‘Feed my lambs, feed 
my sheep, follow me.” 

Where, then, in these circumstances, 
is the primacy imagined to have been 
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at this time conferred on Peter? What 
can be found in this transaction in be- 
half of Peter, more than the assurance 
of his Master 
in restoring him to an office of which 


of the continued favor 


he had shown himself unworthy; that 
of a joint-under- shepherd of the flock 
of God; being as he himself has defin- 
ed it—merely ‘‘an elderand a witness 
of the sufferings of Christ. ” (wFeeyst.) 

4. With respect to the sense of the 
word “‘‘¢hese,” in verse 15, it is evident 
it can have reference to only one of 
two other subjects beside that given 
above: 1st.—‘*Lovest thou me more 
than (thou lovest) ‘these’ (thy breth- 
ren?” ) 2d.—‘‘Lovest thou me more 
than these” ( thy brethren love me ? ) 
Taken in the latter sense there is pro- 
bably an indirect reference to the self- 
Peter: 
‘Though all men shall be offended.” 
(Matt. 26:33.) 


sense or reference 


confident declaration of 
But in no conceivable 
of this 
there be found the slightest intimation 


word can 
of Peter's supremacy. For according 
to the first, if Peter did love his Master 
more than he loved his brethren, it 
would not thence follow that he ought 


Nor ac- 
cording to the second sense, if 


to be their sovereign pontiff. 
Peter 
loved his Master more than did his 
brethren the other diciples then pres- 
ent, does it follow that he was to be 
the head of the Church 
But 
love Christ better than his secular em- 


and Christ’s 
Vicar upon earth ? if Peter did 
ployment and the gains thereof, then 
that 
ought to be Pope; but that he ought 


it does not indeed follow he 
to abandon that employment to serve 
his Master in the ministry of the Gos- 
And this is what his Lord com- 
“‘Feed my lambs.” 
Attend 


pel. 
mands him to do. 


(Boske ta arnia mou.) care- 


fully and kindly to the humble and 
feeble ones of my flock, feeding them 
diligently ‘‘with the sincere milk of 
the word that they may grow thereby.” 
‘‘Feed my Sheep.” (Poimaine ta pro- 
data mou.) acommission evidently not 
investing Peter with an exclusive per- 
sonal office of supremacy, because it 
is of the same import as the general 
charge given by Paul to the elders of 
Ephesus. (Acts. 20:28.) And by Pet- 
er himself when he wrote, ‘“The elders 
which are among you I exhort who 
am also an elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, and also a partak- 
er of the glory that shall be revealed. 
Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof, not 
by constraint but willingly not for fil- 
thy lucre but ofa ready mind; neither 
as being lords over God's heritage, but 
being examples to the flock. 
the CHIEF SHEPHERD shall 


And when 
appear ye 
shall receive a crown of glory that fa- 
(1 Peter 5:1-4.) 
Manifestly then the office to which 
Peter was restored by his Lord after 


deth not away.” 


his melancholy fall, was as he himself 
understood it, totally and essentially 
unlike the Popedom—an exaltation 
sought only to gratify the lust of gold 
and of power, and often secured by 
fraud and bloodshed. 

Renew Your Subscription. 

Renewal of subscriptions is the fuel 
that keeps up the fire of enthusiasm 
He 
has to look after them very closely and 
urge their prompt payment or the fire 
goes out. The wealthiest newspaper 
in the world would cease to be pub- 
lished if the subscriptions did not come 
in. What, then, must be the fate of 
the interesting, but poor, ConveRTED 
CaTHOLIC if its readers will not send in 
their subscriptions? Renew! Renew! 


going in the publisher’s breast. 
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Kind Words. 





[From American Notes in ‘London Chris- 
tian,’? November 30, 1888. ] 

While the fight is going on in Bos- 
ton over Swinton’s History, which was 
suppressed by the priests from the pub- 
lic schools, because it told too truth- 
fully the story of indulgences which 
Friar Tetzel sold for the benefit of the 
great Church of St. Peter at Rome, 
Father O’Connor, the ex-priest and 
able editor of THe Convertep CatuHo- 
Lic, is casting in an antidote through 
the effectual Gospel work which he is 
doing among inquiring Romanists in 
New York, Philadelphia, and other 
More Roman Catholics 
(and some of them cultured priests) 


large cities. 


than Protestants have any idea of, are 
consulting this estimable and devout 
for of the 
meshes of Rome, and instruction into 


ex-priest guidance out 
the truth of Divine forgiveness, through 
Jesus Christ alone. As the fruit of his 
modest, personal ministry in the past 
nine years, hundreds of Catholics have 
been brought to the saving acceptance 
of Jesus Christ. 
*e 
RutGers PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, ) 
Boulevard and Seventy-third Street, { 
New York, Dec. 8, 1888. 

Dear BrotuEeR:—Enclosed find my 
subscription for THE CoNVERTED CaTH- 
otic for the ensuing year. 

I read the magazine with warm and 
high appreciation of its value as an 
agency for promulgating the truth of 
God in the blessed Gospel, and pray 
that you may be greatly prospered in 
your work. 

; Faithfully yours, 
Rosert Russet Bootn, 
Pastor. 
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